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MMIENAAE ZYMXPONHE TEXNHE OEZZAAONIKHE
THESSALONIKI BIENNALE OF CONTEMPORARY ART






2ND THESSALONIKI BIENNALE OF CONTEMPORARY ART
“Praxis: Art in times of uncertainty»
Main programme
May 24 – September 27 2009

Official opening: Sunday, May 24, 19:00

Warehouse C, Thessaloniki Port area
Preview: Sunday, May 24, 11:00-15:00, in all exhibition venues
Rubber sculptures representing human figures that inflate and deflate as though they were breathing are presented by Cesar Martinez at Bezesteni. Mircea Cantor is bringing a flying carpet driven by “Airplanes and Angels” from Romania which finds its place on the ceiling of the entrance to Warehouse C. Women's perfumes made by a French perfume maker based on the scent of women's hair, without any chemical processing, soak the fabrics of Macia Oswaldo at Bazaar Hamam (Louloudadika), interpreting “10 Notes for a Human Symphony”, the title of the work of art. More than 500 aluminum cans placed in concentric circles, moving counter clock-wise at Warehouse C, a work by Kader Attia, reminding the style of pilgrimage. “Celestial Radio”, a radio station that will broadcast while sailing in the Thermaic Gulf and in fact, from on board a ship/work of art whose hull is covered with thousands of microscopic pieces of mirrors. Poultry fattening cells, reminding a house of parliament or the private theaters of our life are presented by Mary Zygouri at the Paradeisos Baths. A semi-transparent mesh structure made from more than 200 stockings by Maria Ezcurra welcomes visitors slightly before the entrance to the Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki. A symbol of femininity that engages in dialogue with the “Planted Saw” in the outdoor area of the Museum. 
These are some of the works of the 57 artists and groups from Greece and abroad who will be exhibiting their work in the main programme of the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art. It deserves to be noted that a large number of these works of art were produced by the 2nd Biennale and are being displayed in a world premiere in Thessaloniki. The curators of the main programme of the Biennale are Bisi Silva (assistant curator: Domna Gounari), Gabriela Salgado (assistant curator: Areti Leopoulou), and Syrago Tsiara (assistant curator: Domna Gounari). The works of the artists will be displayed in the following venues: Warehouse C, Warehouse 13, the Old Cold Storage and Pumping Station Buildings of the Port of Thessaloniki, Outdoor areas of the Port, the Bezesteni, the Bookstore of the Cultural Foundation of the National Bank of Greece(MIET), the Bazaar Hamam (Louloudadika), the Bey Hamam (Paradeisos Baths), the Atrium of the Museum of Byzantine Culture, the Atrium of the Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki, the Teloglion Foundation of Art of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Agioritiki Estia (Nedelkos Building), outdoor areas of the city, and the Bar-Restaurant .ES. The openings at the specific venues will take place on May 24 and the public will be able to visit the exhibitions until September 27.
In his provocatively titled book After Theory, the English theorist Terry Eagleton claims not the death of theory, but the redefinition of its goals and fields of research. Perhaps this time of uncertainty could be the moment for the reconsideration of the intrinsic worth of artistic practice? The moment to explore art as a privileged space for relatively free expression of ideas and thoughts and for an alternative view of the world and the social environment? An art that goes back to life, back to Praxis, to the creative activity that contributes to the formation of a political view and to a new way of thinking and being. According to ancient Chinese philosophy, revolution is realignment with the order of the world. Could this be the time to seek a true revolution? Can art provide a window of opportunity in these uncertain times?  

According to the President of the Board of Trustess of the State Museum of Contemporary Art, Katerina Koskina, “It is an event which, as evident by its title, is based on the actual cooperation among institutions, artists, curators and the public. Dozens of institutions and foundations of the city, hundreds of artists, as well as a well coordinated team of curators and assistants are to attempt, for a four-month period in areas of the Port and other places in town, the fulfillment and the justification of this event’s intentions, through the main exhibition program, as well as by means of the parallel exhibitions and events. 

It is significant, in times when insecurity and uncertainty seem to overwhelm just everything, for artistic creation to rise and withstand, making its presence felt as a powerful act, which is not automated and mechanical but rather the outcome of thought and action, the two top diversifying human qualities. 
The 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale, supported by theory and exploiting the field of research, aspires to reevaluate and promote artistic practice as a preferential expression of freedom and an alternative way to intervene and view the historical and social contemporary environment. However, it should be kept in mind that a Biennale is also a celebration of arts, comprising meetings, actions and entertainment along with anything conclusive to the creation of a climate for a fruitful dialogue”.
The curators, Bisi Silva, Gabriela Salgado and Syrago Tsiara point out that «The 2nd Biennale is developed as a suggestion to walk around the centre of Thessaloniki starting from the port and directed to the historical and commercial centre of the city, visiting Ottoman monuments, public squares, institutional and alternative spaces. Actually, it has been designed as an invitation to see once more the complex structures of the contemporary city and its cultural layers under a fresh perspective. It is an ambitious venture that does not aspire to reproduce the stereotypical structures of big international events; it is rather a multidimensional program organised with a view to promote collectivity as a method of curatorial work. Artists of different generations and acknowledgability coexist through their work in a creative dialogue, on an open communication platform. The works themselves, the quality, maturity and sincerity of their intentions determined our criteria of choice, without any decisions being pre-taken. Through the artists’ look we attempt to trace down alternative ways to denote the complex contemporary era, to question the impasse created by contemporary crisis and re-define the meaning of artistic action». 

For the Director of the State Museum of Contemporary Art, Maria Tsantsanoglou, «Under the title “Praxis: Art in Times of Uncertainty” inspired and borrowed from Terry Eagleton’s book “After Theory”, the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art puts forward some difficult and often risky artistic propositions. It calls on artists to talk about the failure of politics to provide the peacefulness, justice and prosperity demanded by citizens, the rejection of ideology, whose voice cannot be heard among so many ambiguous and contradictory views, and the financial and social crisis which mainly affects those who did not cause it. It would be naïve to claim that the role undertaken by the artist can provide solutions to these problems […] But in any case, in all these scenarios, Art calls on theorists to take a break and to enjoy what is happening in the wonderful gap between two eras, in the spiral of doubt between theory and its retheorisation. Because Art is Praxis».

This year, a bilingual catalogue, in Greek and in English, will be published to accompany the main programme of the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art. 

The venues will be open to the public as follows: 
Warehouse C, Warehouse 13, the Old Cold Storage, Pumping Station Building, Outdoor areas of the Port, Bezesteni, Bazaar Hamam (Louloudadika), Bey Hamam (Paradeisos Baths), Agioritiki Estia (Nedelkos Building, 109 Egnatia 109)

MON-SUN 11:00-20:00

Bookstore of the Cultural Foundation of the National Bank of Greece (MIET) 11 Tsimiski str.

MON-WED-SAT 09:00-15:00

TUE-THU-FRI- 09:00-21:00

Museum of Byzantine Culture 
MON 13:30-20:00 TUE-SUN 08:00-20:00

Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki 
MON 13:30-20:00 TUE-SUN 08:00-20:00
Teloglion Foundation of Art of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki 
MON-TUE-THU-FRI 09:00-14:00

WED 09:00-14:00 & 17:00-21:00

SAT-SUN 10:00-18:00
Bar-restaurant .ES. (2-4 Fragkon str.)
20:00-01:00
COLLABORATING INSTITUTIONS OF THE MAIN PROGRAMME 
MUNICIPALITY OF THESSALONIKI
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THESSALONIKI

MUSEUM OF BYZANTINE CULTURE
TELOGLION FOUNDATION OF ART A.U.Th.

NATIONAL BANK OF GREECE CULTURAL FOUNDATION

ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI

9TH EPHORATE OF BYZANTINE ANTIQUITIES 

THESSALONIKI PORT AUTHORITY S.A.

CENTRAL PORT AUTHORITY OF THESSALONIKI

MOUNT ATHOS CENTER

NAUTICAL CLUB OF THESSALONIKI
___________________

Sponsors and Supporters of the 2nd Thessaloniki Biennale of Contemporary Art 
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INFO
HELLENIC MINISTRY OF CULTURE
STATE MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART
Kolokotroni 21, Stavroupoli 56430, Thessaloniki
Τ: +30 2310 589140-1 & 3, F: +30 2310 600123
www.greekstatemuseum.com,  info@greekstatemuseum.com 
SMCA & CACT Press Office

Yiota Sotiropoulou

Mobile: +30 6972336261
Τ: +30 2310546683, F: +30 2310593270

press@greekstatemuseum.com
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